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The effectiveness of international efforts in combating
the crime of money laundering as one of the
organized crimes in international law
(A comparative study in the Saudi system and some Arab and
international legislation)

Hanan Elsayed Abdelhady Abdelhafez

Department of Public Law, Faculty of Law, University of Dar Al
Uloom (formerly), Riyadh, Saudi Arabia.

Email: hanan.hadyl@gmail.com

Abstract:

Organized crime appeared in ancient times, then the matter
developed into the emergence of the first formations of mafia
groups 1n Italy in the eighteenth century, and at a later stage, a
number of mafia men immigrated to America and formed
groups called families that controlled their influence over all
economic activities. These criminal groups have been involved
in transnational organized crime. The crime may be committed
in one country and have victims in other countries, or the
proceeds resulting from the crime may be earned or invested in
a different jurisdiction. Globalization has helped these criminal
groups with their advantages such as ease of communication
and international travel to carry out criminal activities and
exploit weaknesses in legal and supervisory systems in pursuit
of profit. Therefore, the investigation, prosecution and
punishment of organized crime has become more complex,
and includes more than one jurisdiction. As states make efforts
to combat organized crime, international cooperation on
criminal matters has gained more importance. The traditional
forms of international cooperation represented by bilateral
agreements lack the necessary rapid response measures to
confront organized crime, especially since this crime is often
carried out in several countries. Among the most prominent
examples of transnational organized crime are human
trafficking crimes and terrorism crimes, and there is no doubt
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that the crime of money laundering is included in organized
crime. The crime of money laundering represents a serious risk
of its association with organized crime, which began to
penetrate into the international community, as it crossed
national borders and extended to include more than one
country. The impact of organized crime is not limited to
developed societies. On the contrary, its activities are
considered much more destructive in developing countries,
due to the severe vulnerability of these countries to the
operations of criminal organizations that have permeated and
deepened the public administration and political structures in a
number of developing countries. The research aims to
demonstrate the origins of the money laundering crime, its
concept, its seriousness and its methods by following the
descriptive and analytical approach, in addition to the efforts
made to confront it, whether at the national, regional and
international levels, and the extent of its sufficiency to deter
money launderers by applying the comparative approach. One
of the most important results of the research is that despite the
international efforts exerted in combating the crime of money
laundering, it is still being committed significantly in many
Arab and Western societies alike, which entails intensifying
international efforts more effectively to eradicate this crime.

Keywords: Organized Crime, Money Laundering, International
Charters, Money Laundering Issues, Arab Legislation.
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1- by G Ferguson, money laundering, April 2018, dspace.library.uvic.ca
2- FATF REPORT, Professional Money Laundering, July 2018.

3- oney Laundering and Terrorist Financing Awareness Handbook for
Tax Examiners and Tax Auditors, Paris, This document was
approved by the Committee on Fiscal Affairs on 10 June 2019 and
prepared for publication by the OECD Secretariat.

4- Markus-Schultze-Kraft, Organized crime, violence and development,
Topic Guide August 2016, GSDRC: UK.
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-Abbreviations List

FATF: Financial Action Task Force

BCBS: Basel Committee Banking Supervision

Interpol: The International Criminal Police Organization
UNDCP: United Nations Drug Control Program
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